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burgundy-colored sweet potato vine.  A 
more common approach is to combine all 
three forms in one pot.  Start with the tall 
upright plant such as Dwarf Alberta 
Spruce or a fancy-leafed canna-lilly.  Add 
one or two broad, mid-height plants such 
as dwarf dahlias.  Then select a trailing 
form such as ivy geranium or vinca minor.   
3.  Think about texture.  Foliage is 
just as important as color in creating a 
successful container planting.  Leaf tex-
tures range from waxy portulaca to shiny 
canna-lilly, prickly asparagus fern and vel-
vety dusty miller.  As a general rule, you 
want most of the foliage in a pot to be 
harmonious, but remember that it’s con-
trast that really grabs the eye.   
4.  Think about color.  As far as I am 
concerned, a great-looking container 
planting is just as artful as a great painting.  
The same considerations apply.  For visual 
excitement, experiment with bold con-
trasting colors such as purple and orange 
or yellow and blue.  Or paint a harmoni-
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I know that their roots like to be con-
tinually moist and these granules help 
keep the soil properly moist.   
2.  Think about the architecture.  
The architecture of your container 
plantings, that is.  When you’re select-
ing plants, stand back and consider 
their height, shape and growth habit.  
Most plants exhibit one of 3 forms: 
upright, broad or trailing.  One way to 
create a strong architectural statement 
is to place just one bold plant in the 
container.  Imagine a strong, upright 
clump of bamboo or the perfect sym-
metry of a single agave.  Consider 
flanking an entryway with a pair of 
dwarf Alberta spruces or false cy-
presses.  A clump of ornamental grass 
such as feather reed grass or fountain 
grass makes a bold statement.  Or fo-
cus attention on a trailing form; envi-
sion a tall urn filled with nothing but a 

ous composition by limiting yourself to 
related colors such as blues and pinks or 
reds and yellows.  Or you can skip the 
bright colors entirely and focus your con-
tainer planting on a calming combination 
of greens, whites and silvers.   
When selecting colors of flowers and foli-
age, you may want to think about the 
color of your house, the color of your 
deck or patio pavers, and other colors in 
surrounding gardens.  That said, contain-
ers present a great opportunity to experi-
ment with dramatic color combinations 
that you'd probably never dare to use in 
your gardens.  
Use your imagination as you consider 
planting pots and annual color displays.   

Don‘t have the time for this?  
Give us your ideas, no matter 
how general and we’ll design 
your ideas into reality.  
“Distinctively beautiful plant-
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Randal’s Plant Suggestions From Years Of           
Experience 

Bold Plants that Look Good Alone:
Yucca, Bamboo, False Cypress, Dwarf 
Alberta Spruce, Bougainvillea, Sweet Bay, 
Fountain Grass, and Tufted Fescue. 
Plants For Dry Sunny Locations: 
Lantana, Zinnia, Sedum, Ivy Geranium, 
Sun Coleus, Gomphrena, Texas Sage, 
Marigold, Dusty Miller, Celosia, Alyssum,  
Periwinkle, Sweet Potato Vine, some 
types of Begonias, Asparagus Fern, Yar-
row, Moonbeam Coreopsis, Scented Ge-
raniums, and one of my favorites, Mexi-
can Heather.   
Plants for Semi-Shade Locations: 
Impatiens, Begonias, Hosta, Caladium, 
Elephant Ear, Candy Tuft, Astilbe, 
Lambs Ear, Coreopsis,  Coleus,  Salvia, 
and Ferns.   
Plants for Moist Sun Locations: 
Petunia, Verbena, Mums, Yarrow, Lambs 
Ear, Peony, Silver King, Bugloss, and 
Candytuft.   
Express yourself with color this season.  
Try something new and different.  You 

Imagine how dull our world would be 
if everything were black and white.  No 
color of any kind would visit our eye. We 
would miss the beautiful yellow daffodils 
and forsythia, the purple blooms of the 
redbud and wonderful white and pink 
dogwood flowers of spring.  God’s crea-
tion would be little more than black, white 
and half tones.  What a dull place this 
would be.   
Let me suggest some specific plant 
ideas for your garden plantings 
wherever they may be.   
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